
Neighborhood
Improv Theater
Expands
BY EMILY VOLMAN

NEW LEASE ALLOWS FOR MORE
SHOWS AND A TRAINING CENTER

The Improv Nashville Theater
announced the opening date for the
expansion of their show schedule and
capabilities at 2907 12th Ave. South as
September 5, 2008. Located in the hip
and artsy 12South District, Improv
Nashville has signed a lease to take over
the entire second floor of The Cypress
Building. In the new space, Improv
Nashville will host a sixty-seat theater,
executive offices and a training center.
Improv Nashville will produce four 
completely improvised shows starting
September 5, 2008, on Fridays and
Saturdays at 8 PM and 10 PM throughout

the rest of the year, and will be holding
their Grand Opening on Saturday,
October 4th. The Improv Nashville
Theater will be Music City’s only full-
fledged improv theater.  

"We are thrilled to offer more improv
comedy to Nashville," says Managing
Director Emily Volman. “Nashville is such
an amazing city filled with people from
diverse backgrounds. That is represented
in our ensemble. They come from New
York, Chicago, LA and here in Nashville.
Their combined experiences have helped
us create some really hilarious shows and
develop an audience. By signing this new
lease we are able to offer our ensemble
more shows and our fans more chances
to see us improvise.”  

"By having a space that is our own
we can develop our training center and
hold more events in our theater,” adds 
Artistic Director Scott Field. “We want to
develop more shows for the Nashville
audience and having room to teach and
create allows us to do that. We would love
to eventually add more nights and even
midnight shows to our line up. The joy 
of laughing is universal and we’re hoping
to provide Nashville large doses of it!” 

Previously, Improv Nashville per-
formed in the same space on Friday
nights for the past 2 years. “With its 
vintage stores, artsy coffee houses, great
restaurants and breweries, the 12South
District is the perfect place for us,” says
Volman. “We really wanted to stay in the
neighborhood.” Improv Nashville was
voted Best Performing Arts Group in 2007
by the readers of the Nashville Scene.

First Annual
12South
Concert Series
is Big Success
BY PAMELA MILLER

The first annual 12South Concert
Series kicked off August 23 with a lineup
of great entertainment and a crowd on
bikes, roller skates and picnic blankets
thoroughly enjoying the show. Brother
Henry, Anescia and Josh Collins, Pat
Walsh, and Connor Rand performed as
the sun set in Sevier Park to neighbor-
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The Improv Nashville Theater 
2907 12th Ave. South (at Kirkwood Avenue) 

Nashville, TN 37204 
Box Office: 615-418-0905 

Tickets: $10 at the door or online 
www.improvnashville.com 
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FRONT COVER (pics 1, 2) Connor Rand entertains
12South neighbors and friends at the first concert in
the 12South Concert Series. (3) Whitney Ferré (left)
and Christy Shuff, owners of Rumors Wine 
and Art Bar, helped put together the series with 
the 12South Neighborhood Association. LEFT (4)

Brother Henry. (5) Jason Daniels of
Unlawful Kings. (6) Aron Wright
(7) Neighbor Georgeanne
Matthews and daughter Alex
moved back to 12South after 
living in Washingon DC. (8)
Families picnicking while enjoying
great entertainment. (9) Neighbor-
hood ladies getting ready to dance
with their glow-in-the dark wands
and necklaces. (10) Scott76. (11)
Music and dog lovers Tom Sharp (L)
with Kilgore and Guy Farmer with
Roger. (12) Developer Mark Miller 

taking in all the fun energy. (13)
Future “groupies” watching
Scott76. (14) Chad and Mina
Provonsha came from Bellevue 
to watch the show. (15) Miles
Bixler loves the neighborhood
gourmet popsicles from Las

Paletas and the 12South
Concert Series. (16) Anne
Tolly Elam and son Oscar.
(17) Some of the many
”12South Dancers”
(L-R) Ava Rudsenske, 
Logan Cole, Keegan Cole,
Sam Roth, Eva Albert-Adams.
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The 12South Neighborhood Association
is a Tennessee non-profit membership corpo-
ration governed by a board of directors. The
board holds neighborhood meetings each 2nd
Tuesday of the month at 7 PM at locations
published by newsletter and e-mail. Anyone
living in or owning property or a business in
the 12South Neighborhood (generally, areas
adjacent to 12th Avenue South between
Wedgewood Avenue and Gale Lane) may
become a voting member of the Association 
by paying annual dues of $10 per person or 
$5 per person if 65 or older. The Association’s
meetings, events, and e-mail list are open to
everyone in the 12South Neighborhood regard-
less of membership. Contact Bernadette Welch
at bernadettewelch@yahoo.com for more
information. Send neighborhood news to Pam
Miller at pmillerkellerwilliams@comcast.net or
403-8671.

Officers/Staff
President

Tarek El Gammal 
tarek@queensquaregroup.com 

Treasurer  
Bernadette Welch
bernadettewelch@yahoo.com

Secretary
Caroline Duley
cvduley@yahoo.com

Membership
Katherine Moffat
katherinemoffat@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editors
Melanie Moran (297-8204) 
melanie.moran@12South.org
Pamela Miller (403-8671)  
pmillerkellerwilliams@comcast.net

Newsletter Designer
Pamela Miller (403-8671)  
pmillerkellerwilliams@comcast.net

Concert Series continued from page 1
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hood families and guests. Kids of all ages
mingled, danced, ate and had a great time
at the community event.

The following two concerts on
September 6 and September 20 were
equally as fun drawing crowds from all
over the city. Bands included Scott76,
Shawn Byrne, Aron Wright, Kari Kragness
on the 6th and Stonehoney, Shurman
and The Unlawful Kings on the 20th. 

Created by Rumors Wine and Art
Bar and The 12South Neighborhood

Association, the music genre in the four-
night series covers original acoustic and
electric groups including bluegrass, folk
rock, and rock. The final concert in the
series is Saturday, October 4, from 5-9PM,
with guest artists Zig Zag and Beggar’s
Fortune. Admission and parking is free.
Bring your blankets and picnic baskets
and join local favorites for a great evening
of music!  

815 Horner, $134.9K, 3634 sq ft, 463-8740
2206 11th Ave. S, $159.5K, 984 sq ft, 361-6641 
1210 Kirkwood, $195K, 875 sq ft, 627-1490
2810 Vaulx, $219K, 1707 sq ft, 329-1694
2402 9th Ave. S, $242.9K, 1916 sq ft, 333-7400
2911 10th Ave S, $269.5K, 1467 sq ft, 297-3574
2416 Vaulx, $291K, 1512 sq ft, 298-9200
915 Waldkirch, $339K, 2294 sq ft, 370-8669
926 Waldkirch, $355K, 1770 sq ft, 877-657-4298
1202 Clayton, $364.9K, 2157 sq ft, 465-3700
932 Benton, $379.9K, 3210 sq ft, 268-5033
901 Halcyon, $419.9K, 2054 sq ft, 385-9010
912 S. Douglas, $425K, 2673 sq ft, 228-3723
2812 Vaulx, $429K, 1957 sq ft, 292-7300
2116 Elliott, $434.9K, 2414 sq ft, 425-3600
2803 9th Ave S, $449.9K, 2650 sq ft, 385-9010
900 Montrose, $499.5K, 2505 sq ft, 426-0797
1513 Gale, $539K, 2829 sq ft, 383-6964
820 Clayton, $557.9K, 2960 sq ft, 376-4500
829 Clayton, $569.9K, 3269 sq ft, 491-7355
1003 Montrose, $569.9K, 2873 sq ft, 383-6964
1006 Montrose $569.9K, 2900 sq ft, 425-3600
824 Kirkwood, $659K, 4032 sq ft, 406-3212
1507 Paris, $859.9K, 3902 sq ft, 263-4800
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District 17 Council Woman

Sandra Moore
Meets 12South
Neighbors
BY TAREK EL GAMMAL

On Tuesday, September 9th, neigh-
bors gathered at the home of Jimmy 
and Tina Patterson for the 12South
Neighborhood Association’s September
meeting. The Pattersons were generous to
volunteer their home. Its back deck made
for a perfect place to congregate while
we all enjoyed the wonderful evening
weather. Volunteers provided food and
drinks and, after getting comfortable and
situated, the meeting began. 

As many of you know, the 12South
Board holds monthly meetings to discuss
the issues that, as a neighborhood, the
Board feels are pressing and require a
concerted effort to address. These neigh-
borhood issues include: ongoing redevel-
opment, planning and zoning issues;
crime; event planning; and beautification
and improvement projects. As a neighbor-
hood, 12South continues to become
more vibrant, diverse, and prosperous as
the business corridor builds out and our

residential neighborhood grows and
becomes more unified. And while I
believe our neighborhood association
does a pretty good job of looking after us
all, I know that our major issues require
much more participation. So, we invited
our District 17 Council Woman, Sandra
Moore, to the meeting so that she could
hear from neighbors and find out what it
is that is on our minds. 

The group included new and old 
residents with participants ranging in
tenure from a few years to over forty years
in the neighborhood. Each person gave a
bit of background on themselves and
talked about why this neighborhood is so
special to each of them. Soon thereafter, 
Council Woman Moore fielded questions.
Questions for Ms. Moore included the
proper protocol for requesting Metro
Works projects: sidewalk repairs, traffic
calming ideas, and reporting criminal
activity. Altogether calm and rather
innocuous, the conversation soon became
a bit more heated and intense when the
issue of development was raised. Con-
cerns related to development projects
developed in recent years as well as those
currently in the planning stages dominat-
ed the discussion. Council Woman Moore
heard about the concern that our neigh-
borhood had no control over what was
built regardless of the work done on the
recent Detailed Neighborhood Design
Plan. Discussions regarding more restric-
tive zoning regulations like overlays on
base zoning to address exterior finishes
and densities were proposed. 

For her part, Council Woman Moore
reminded the participants that neighbor-
hoods need to meet and organize in such
a way that their most important concerns
are addressed in an efficient way. Not
only does the squeaky wheel get the
grease, but also, there is definitely
strength in numbers. In short, our com-

munity faces a number of issues – none
too unique to find resolutions from other
examples, but all too large for a small
group to address for the whole. The meet-
ing was a great reminder for me of all of
the interesting folks I call neighbors and
how, collectively, we can all move the
needle in the right direction. So, I encour-
age you all to attend upcoming neighbor-
hood meetings, volunteer to participate
in upcoming events, and serve on the
12South Board to ensure that your and
your friends’ concerns are heard and
addressed.

4

(1) District council woman Sandra Moore answers
neighbors’ questions. (2) Nathalie and Karl Jones. 
(3) Tina and Jimmy Patterson graciously open their
home for the meeting. (4) Cordenus Eadings. (5)
12South Neighborhood Assoc. President Tarek El
Gammal (L) speaks with Carrie and Matthew
Morgan. (6) Tommy Bowlton (L) and Blaine Bonadies.
(7) Neighborhood treasurer Bernadette Welch. 
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Important Contact Numbers for District 17 Council Woman Sandra V. Moore

Phone: 615-386-9246  Email: Sandra.Moore@nashville.gov
District 17 residents are encouraged to contact Sandra to share ideas and concerns

about how to improve our community and to gain further community information. 

For constituent concerns, you can also contact Patty Chambers at 862-8670



•Bulk-item pick up...................................880-3897

•Report illegal dumping, sewage, excessive

vegetation & littered vacant lots to the Metro

Health Dept. (Metro will investigate within 24

hours.) ....................................................340-5644

•Police: Non-emergency.........................862-8600

•Larry Cole, Metro’s Vector Control (rodent

problems)...............................................340-5668

•Abandoned Cars (on street/private property)

.................................................................862-6590

•Call-before-you dig ..................1-800-351-1111

•Animal Control .......................................862-7928

•Chipper Service .....................................862-8971

A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

Share Your 
Neighborhood
Memories, Tips,
and Advice
EVEN BRAG A LITTLE
IF YOU WANT
BY PAMELA MILLER

With so many new neighbors and
so many wonderful long time 12South
residents, let’s get to know each other 
better. Share your memories of past sum-
mers or of a great neighbor. Give us your
seasonal gardening tips. Indulge us with
your best recipe. Brag about your kids,
grand kids, significant other, or pets. Or,
send us pictures of your important event.
Call Pam Miller at 403-8671 or email her
at pmillerkellerwilliams@comcast.net.
We’d love to hear from you and publish
your unique stories in our 12South
newsletter.

One of our neighbors, Sophia
Contreras, is a gourmet cook for some
of the most famous people in Nashville.
When the country stars throw a great
party or just want good, healthy cooking,

Sophia is whom they call. Being from
New Mexico, Sophia has some great
Southwest recipes. Here is one of her
favorites (great for football parties):

Diego's Santa Fe Salsa
- 1 24 oz. can whole tomatoes, drained
- 1 small white onion, finely diced
- 1 large garlic clove, finely diced
- crushed red pepper (or New Mexican

chile piquin)
- salt

Crush  drained tomatoes through hands into
a medium bowl. Add onion and garlic. Then
add salt and crushed red pepper to taste.
Refrigerate and serve the next day. Please
note that salsa will be hotter the next day.
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Meet an Inspiring
Neighbor Who 
Has Served the
Community for 
Over 45 Years
BY PAMELA MILLER

Juanita A. Rucks is a fountain of 
optimism and wonderful 12South stories.
She and her family moved to South
Douglas in the spring of 1963. She has
reared three successful children and one
amazing nephew here. Married to her
long time sweetheart, Charles, since 1948,
you can feel the warmth and love in their
charming 1920’s home.

“My house was (and is) the gathering
place for kids in the afternoons. You could
play board games of Scrabble, Keeno,
Pictionary, Monopoly and, also, a good
game of basketball, “ explains Juanita.

“I have seen the neighborhood go
through several transitions. When we first
moved in years ago, we helped with the
needs of an elderly couple who lived next
door. When they passed on, I was the one
knocking on the door when a few young
kids were up to no good and called them
down on their activities. They didn’t want
to mess with Mrs. Rucks.”

“I love this area and take pride in the
homes and people here.”

Juanita and Charles now have three
houses on South Douglas and want to

keep them in the family by passing them
on to their children.

After her babies were born, Juanita
went back to school and studied for a
teaching degree. She taught 7th and 8th
grade in metro schools for thirty years.
She retired in 1992. Her wonderful teach-
ing influence still abounds in the area.
(District 17 Council Woman Sandra
Moore {see page 4 of this newsletter}
prides Juanita as being one of her
favorite, inspirational teachers.)

Juanita may have retired from 
teaching with metro, but she could not
contain her teaching spirit and nurturing
nature. She now works with the sheriff’s
department and its GED program. She
still works on changing people’s lives!
She teaches basic math skills and works
with others in the department to help 8
to 10 people graduate every 8 to 10
weeks. She has now seen some of these
students go on to graduate from college.
She said it is such a rewarding experience
to see people who have made some bad
choices turn their lives around with a 
little help and encouragement.

A smart, spirited and giving woman,
Juanita is truly a neighborhood hero. She
says her momma always told her, “If you
make your bed hard, you have to lie in
it.” She works effortlessly to help others
have “a little softer bed” every day.
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(TOP) Juanita at home with husband Charles, who
worked for years at Boyd’s Men Store. Charles says
the key to a long marriage is “doing what SHE says.”
(BOTTOM) Charles loves to fish. He and son Michael
show off their big Amberjack catch after a great day
of deep sea fishing.

Do You Know Another
12South Hero?

Let us know about them.
Call 403-8671 or email

pmillerkw@earthlink.net
with your story.



I love being able to walk
to neighborhood parks 
and restaurants.  
Annne Tolly Elam

I enjoy the liberal attitude 
and music.  
Guy Farmer

The pizza at Mafiaoza’s.
Ryan Karl

I like being close to friends
and the park.  
Shanna Fry

The variety and charm of 
the homes.
Mark Miller

I like that 12South is a quiet
and congenial neighborhood.
Juanita Rucks

The neighbors that have
received us as like family 
since moving here nearly 
two years ago. 
Tarek El Gammal

I like that it is a pedestrian
community.  
Georgeanne Matthews

I like that it is close to 
everything...especially
Vanderbilt.  
Rhys Karl

The popsicles at Las Paletas.  
Miles Bixler

I love the people who live 
here and the friendliness of 
the community. I have really
enjoyed getting to know my
neighbors during the 15 years
I have lived in this great
neighborhood.
Bernadette Welch

The variety of people 
and interests.  
Pam Miller

My neighbors, playing in the
park with my family and walk-
ing to my favorite restaurants.
Melanie Moran

Dancing at the concerts 
in Sevier Park. 
Eva Albert-Adams

The potential of reclaiming 
the early 20th Century "com-
plete" neighborhood, where
residences, businesses and serv-
ices, recreation, civic activities,
schools, and churches are with-
in safe, easy reach of all ages.
Ken Winter
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is the magic number
It is very important that every
incident of crime be reported

to three phone numbers.
1) Police Non-emergency: 862-8600

2) Sgt. Connie Tripp: 862-7747, ctripp@police.nashville.org
3) 12South Neighborhood Association: 298-2144,       

12southneighbors@bellsouth.net
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What is Your Favorite Thing about 12South?
BY PAMELA MILLER






